AINSLIE ARTS PLAZA
VIRTUAL TOWN HALL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 | 6pm
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Welcome + Introductions
Andre Vasquez, 40 Ward Alderman

Meeting Agenda:

1. Welcome + Introductions (Alderman Vasquez)

2. SSA #21 Introductions (Rudy Flores, Executive Director, SSA #21)

3. Chicago’s Placemaking Initiatives (Commissioner Cox, Chicago Planning + Development)
4. Chicago’s Make Way for People Program (Lubka Benak, Chicago Dept of Transportation)
5. Ainslie Arts Plaza Presentation + Input Activity (Jodi Mariano, Teska)

6. Closing remarks (Alderman Vasquez)



Lincoln Square | South of Lawrence



Lincoln Square | North of Lawrence



Lincoln Square
Bridging the Gap
40t Ward



Lincoln Square
Bridging the Gap
40t Ward

e A vision for North Lincoln.

e An opportunity to reclaim
public right of way east of
McDonalds.

e A forum to test public place
concepts with the
community.
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Special Service Area #21 Programs + Services
: : LINCOLN
Rudy Flores, Executive Director SOUARE

e Biking Infrastructure
e (Cleaning + Greening

e Commercial Vacancy
Assistance

e (Customer Attraction
 Holiday Décor

e Public Art — Paintworks
Program

o Safety Initiatives

e Neighborhood Master Plan



Chicago’s Placemaking Initiatives
Commissioner Cox, Department of Planning + Development



Chicago’s Make Way for People
Lubka Benak, Project Director, Chicago Department of Transportation

* A placemaking initiative that supports
public-private partnerships to transform the
public way through creative tactical
improvements and cultural programming
such as People Spots (aka parklets), People
Streets, People Plazas, and People Alleys.

e People Streets convert “excess” asphalt into
community spaces through quick urban
design measures.

e Installations can be used to test ideas and
get community input prior a large capital
improvement project or to activate a space
while waiting for funding for a larger capital
project.



Chicago’s Make Way for People
Lubka Benak, Project Director, Chicago Department of Transportation

Milwaukee Alley Plaza

Lincoln Hub



The Ainslie Arts Project Site
Jodi Mariano, Principal Landscape Architect, Teska Associates
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View looking from North Lincoln Avenue southeast to Western Avenue



View looking from Gunnison Street northeast to Western Avenue



Neighborhood poll response | by the numbers

Poll stats

11

{2t participants

2,273

poll dates
(8/11-8/21)

poll

individual
comments

Who took the poll?

Connections

50% residents

24% visitors

19% homeowners
7% employees

Age groups
48% 35-50
33% 18-34
14% 51-65
4% 66+
<1% under 18
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Neighborhood poll response | perceptions of site + community

Describe the site today...
e “Bleak and boring”

e “Forgotten and neglected”

o “Weed patch with a few trees”

e “A public place purgatory”

III

e “Underutilized with lots of potentia

Describe the community...

e “Vibrant”

e “Small business oriented”

e “Bright, communal, engaging”

e “Collaborative, pleasant, safe, kind”

e “Warm, welcoming, quaint, liberal,
artistic, creative, family-oriented”



Neighborhood poll response | plaza functions + activities
likely to participate / might participate

seating +
dining
52% [/ 33%

lighting
75% [ 18%

lounge seating

34% [ 33%

movies
49% [ 30%
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Neighborhood poll response | common themes + takeaways

1) Public space vs. the pandemic

2) Why do the images suggest a temporary plaza?

3) Mitigate noises and smells from surrounding roadways
4) The plaza should be multi-generational

5) Develop programs in partnership with local businesses
6) Maintenance is Key to success

7) Green Space is precious



Phase 1 Plaza Plan | site area
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Planter pot

barriers

Welcome pylon +

interactive chalkboard

Fest tent

Storage shed

Port-a-potties |

(2)|

Barrier fence covered
with fabric welcome sign

Movable seating +
movie screen area

Picnic tables +
string lights

Hammock groupings +

lighted orbs in tree

canopies

Food truck parking
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Phase 1 Plaza Plan | materials + products

Individual seating

Painted cubes + festoon lights Picnic tables Hammocks



Phase 1 Plaza Plan | pavement painting

Potential design inspiration for selected artist



24



25



Input activity
Using your smart phone, please log on to:

www.menti.com
Enter code #60 29 45 3
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